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Clear, concise writing for grants, proposals, and applications  

Serving individual artists and small non-profit organizations 

APPROACH 

I know that for many artists, writing applications can be difficult and painful. The act of defining 
the scope and concerns of the work for an application may seem to limit its possible breadth and 
complexity. In attempting to escape this bind, artists’ writing often becomes riddled with jargon, 
“artspeak” and vague language. 
 
I approach application writing as an act of storytelling. It is not a definitive statement, but rather a 
narrative crafted in plain language to entice the reader towards the work itself. Writing that is 
clear, concise, and addresses questions directly allows artists to freely engage audiences, 
whether they are grant reviewers, application panelists, peers, or the public.  
 

FEES AND SERVICES 

My rate is $35/hr 
 

● grants  ● applications  ● artist statements 

● proposals  ● cover letters  ● artist bios 

 

PROCESS 

1. LEAD TIME 

Strong applications take time to prepare. Sometimes applications that are “short” in length can 
take more time and planning than ones with a higher word count. I’m here to help you have the 
best shot at winning an application, and may have to turn down work if there is not enough time 
to do a good job. Is there something you’d like to apply to but aren’t sure yet? Give me a heads 
up and I can give you a sense how much lead time we need before you decide to commit.  
 
2. CONSULTATION 
If we haven’t worked together before, I’ll begin with a free 30 minute consultation where we chat 
about your background, work, and application goals. From there we will determine a timeline and 
the background materials that I’ll need to work on your application.  
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3. BACKGROUND MATERIALS 
To gain a thorough background on you and your work, I’ll review material from some combination 
of the following: written interview questions that you can answer by email, audio message, video 
call, or video recording, past application materials, previous and current artist statements, press 
materials, CVs, and project outlines.  
 
4. WRITING AND EDITING 
Depending on the application and your needs, I can write your application from scratch (based on 
your background materials and our conversations), substantially edit writing you’ve started, or 
give your application a “once over” by providing lite line edits and proofreading.  
 

TESTIMONIALS 

 
“Rachel assisted my nonprofit organization in crafting and revising grant proposals. Her 
editing work is thorough and impressively fast. When it comes to creating narrative 
content, her writing style is concise but fresh. If you are looking to strengthen your grant 
proposals, I highly recommend working with Rachel!” 
 
-John Boller, Executive Director of Grow Johnson County, food non-profit 


